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Rhodes grass (Chloris gayana) for livestock feed 
on small-scale farms 
 
Objective 
To provide high quality forage for livestock feed in the semi-arid and sub-humid tropics  
 
Limits of use 
• Not adapted to acid infertile soils 
• Poor shade tolerance 
• High levels of soil fertility needed 
 
Management 
Field preparation- well prepared and ploughed field 
Establishment- can be propagated vegetatively or from seeds surface sown no deeper than 
2cm at a seed rate 1 to 4kg per hectare then rolled 
Fertilizer- DAP at 100kg per hectare during establishment and nitrogen at 100kg per hectare 
after every cut 
Weeding- weed twice after planting at monthly intervals during establishment 
Harvesting- cut latest at flowering about 6 months after planting and then every 2 months to 
maintain quality  
 
Performance  
Expect from 10 to 25 tonnes per hectare dry matter. Crude protein is about13% in young grass.  
 
Information leaflet on livestock feeds and feeding technologies for small-scale farmers 
developed through collaboration between ILRI and its partners 
 
    
  For further information, contact   
Forage Diversity 
International Livestock Research Institute,  
PO Box 5689, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Email: j.hanson@cgiar.org
 
Description 
• Fast growing deep rooted perennial grass 
that makes excellent hay 
• Good drought and salinity tolerance 
• Tolerates seasonal waterlogging 
• Wide adaptability and some cold tolerance
• Tolerant of cutting and heavy grazing 
• Very palatable and good nutritive value 
 
